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Georgia Fenchurch appears to be an unassuming antiquarian bookseller in Victorian London, but

the life she leads is as exciting as any adventure novel. For Georgia is a member of the Archivist

Society, a secret association of private investigators led by the mysterious Sir Broderick. When a

frantic woman comes to Georgia claiming that her neighbor, Nicholas Drake, has been abducted by

the notorious Duke of Blackford, Georgia and the Archivist Society agree to take the case. But

Drake is no innocentâ€”he is a thief who has been blackmailing many of the leading members of

London society. To find Drake and discover who is behind his abduction, Georgia and her beautiful

assistant, Emma, will have to leave the cozy confines of their bookshop and infiltrate the inner

circles of the upper crustâ€”with the help of the dashing but dubious Duke of Blackford himself.But

the missing thief and his abductor are not the only ones to elude Georgia Fenchurch. When she

spies the man who killed her parents years ago, she vows to bring him to justice once and for allâ€¦at

any cost.
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One day in Georgia's bookstore, a frantic woman comes in and insists the Archivist Society help



her. Georgia must deal with her quickly, since the society is supposed to be a secret group of

private investigators led by the mysterious Sir Broderick. Edith Carter insists that her neighbor,

Nicholas Drake, has been abducted by the Duke of Blackford. Nicholas apparently left behind a pool

of blood in his home entryway, indicating he was injured as well.Georgia and the Archivist Society

take the case and Georgia heads up the investigation. She finds out that Drake had been

blackmailing many of London society and the list of suspects widens beyond the Duke of Blackford.

The dark and dashing Duke of Blackford has motive because of his sister, who was suspected in his

fiance's untimely death. Georgia may have to expose Blackford even though they clearly have

chemistry between them. Lady Westover, a society friend of the Archivist Society, helps Georgia act

as a relative so she can move among society and ask questions of Drake's victims.A subplot

emerges as Georgia sees the murderer of her parents (who also rendered Sir Broderick to a

wheelchair) walking along the street one day. It had been twelve years ago, when Georgia was

seventeen, and she is the only one to survive that saw the killer's face. She loses him in the crowd,

but it spurs her to start looking for him again so she can see justice for her parents.Georgia, a

middle-class "old maid" is bright, brave, determined, and leading a double life. She loves her

mundane bookstore and is passionate about her work with the archivist society, and she also has

some baggage from the murder of her parents.

When a frantic woman comes to Georgia claiming that her neighbor, Nicholas Drake, has been

abducted by the notorious Duke of Blackford, Georgia and the Archivist Society agree to take the

case. But Drake is no innocentâ€”he is a thief who has been blackmailing many of the leading

members of London society. To find Drake and discover who is behind his abduction, Georgia and

her beautiful assistant, Emma, will have to leave the cozy confines of their bookshop and infiltrate

the inner circles of the upper crustâ€”with the help of the dashing but dubious Duke of Blackford

himself.But the missing thief and his abductor are not the only ones to elude Georgia Fenchurch.

When she spies the man who killed her parents years ago, she vows to bring him to justice once

and for allâ€¦at any cost.Dollycasâ€™s ThoughtsThere is a lot happening in this debut. A man is

missing, a cold case (the murder of our protagâ€™s parents) is brought to the forefront when the

killer may have been spotted out and about in London and a death of a young woman is being

questioned.There are also a slew of characters from Georgia Fenchurch, to her employee and best

friend Emma, Phyllida, their â€œauntâ€•, who all live together. The members of the Archivist Society

including Sir Broderick, Lady Westover and her grandson Inspector Grantham. Add to that Drake,

the missing man, the frantic woman searching for him and all the members of the upper crust who



could be responsible for his disappearance including the Duke of Blackford. There are many more

supporting characters too.At first all of this was a little hard to follow but then the story hits a rhythm

where all 3 stories and all the characters come together.I really like several characters.
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